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NEWS  ‘A’ LETTER 

Heart of America Model A Ford Club 

Have a Merry Christmas! 

Meet your Fellow Members!                                                                                                                                       

Keith and Kathy Nesbitt 

Keith was born in Kansas City, MO, but grew up in lots of places as his dad was in the military.  He even-

tually graduated from Shawnee Mission West, and then went to KU where he met Kathy, who was born 

in Chicago, but grew up in Leawood.  After graduating from KU, Keith was in the Air Force for 6 years 

flying B-52’s in and out of Ft Worth, TX.  After the Air Force, Keith became a pilot for American Air-

lines flying out of the Dallas/Ft Worth airport to points all over the world.  Keith is now retired, and 

moved back to this area to be near family.  Keith and Kathy have two daughters who live in the KC area. 

Keith and Kathy have now been married 41 years!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Something you DIDN’T know about Keith and Kathy!    Kathy’s dad had a wide assortment of hobbies, 

and one of them was putting together this Model A.  He didn’t buy a complete car; he bought parts at 

swap meets, or wherever he could, and assembled them in his basement in Olathe. Unfortunately he 

passed away before he got it started. Keith and Kathy inherited the car, joined the Ft Worth Model A 

Club, got it started, and got hooked on the Model A hobby! 



President:  Lance Burton 816-322-0615 grandpaburton@aol.com 

Vice President: Mike Clayton 816-785-7527 taxracer@earthlink.net 

Secretary: Edward Muntz 913-764-6457 n2oldcars@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Chuck Haber 816-741-9518 chuck@kchaber.com 

Publications Manager: Chuck Lewis 913-438-8686 kamahowa@yahoo.com 

Membership Manager: Jim Shaw 816-436-5538 sandi.shaw@haldex.com 

Activities Manager: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Webmaster Chuck Haber 816-741-9518 chuck@kchaber.com 

Fund Raising Chairman: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Sunshine Committee: Mimi Deel 816-229-7223 2deels@sbcglobal.net 

Property Custodian: Milton Hessefort 816-229-1949 hesfrt@sbcglobal.net 

Food Coordinator: Nancy Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Historian: Chris Launer 816-524-1065 pastorchrisl@sbcglobal.net 

Tech. Info. Coordinator: Bob Hess 816-941-4101 rhess@kc.rr.com 

Heart of America Model A Ford Club Web-Site 

http://www.kcmodela.com  

This is our web site. It was designed and is maintained by 

Webmaster Justin Read 

Check it out. 

View the News „A‟ Letter on the web! 

Heart of America Model A Ford Club 
Club meetings for our chapter are held the 3rd Monday of each month (except July & December) at the Faith 
Presbyterian Church, 8301 James A Reed Road, Kansas City, MO, at 7:00 PM. Anyone with a sincere interest in 
the Model A Ford is most welcome. The yearly dues are $25.00.  
  

Board of Directors meets the first Tuesday of each month (except December) at 5:00 p.m. at a restaurant chosen 
by Lance Burton. Afterward we go to the Belger Co. Board Room, 2100 Walnut St., Kansas City, MO. All mem-
bers are welcome at the  dinner and the meeting. Contact Lance Burton for restaurant location. 
 

The Board minutes are posted on our web site, kcmodela.com, or ask the Club Secretary for a copy. 
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Club Officers & Chair-People for 2011 

Our Club encourages membership in both of  these national Model A Ford organizations 

$38  

President:  Lance Burton 816-809-8648 grandpaburton@aol.com 

Vice President: Jodie McEntee 816-737-3903 jomcentee@kc.rr.com 

Secretary: Edward Muntz 913-764-6457 n2oldcars@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Judy Gudenkauf 816-331-3657 judy@uniquelabel.com 

Publications Manager: Chuck Lewis 913-205-9884 kamahowa@yahoo.com 

Membership Manager: Carletta Beeson 816-358-4967 carlettabeeson@yahoo.com 

Activities Managers: Jenny Franke and Neil Isaacs 816-392-1965 jenneil2@sbcglobal.net 

Webmaster: Justin Read 816-547-8608 rughdyrngr@mac.com 

Fund Raising Chairman: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spielbusch@att.net 

Sunshine Committee: Karen Sparks 816-847-6354 LS0774@swbell.net 

Property Custodian: Milton Hessefort 816-229-1949 hesfrt@sbcglobal.net 

Food Coordinator: Nancy Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spielbusch@att.net 

Historian: open   

Tech. Info. Coordinator: Bob Hess 816-941-4101 rhess@kc.rr.com 

Mileage Prgm Coordinator: Neil Isaacs & Jenny Franke 816-392-1965 jenneil2@sbcglobal.net 

Era Fashion Coordinator: George Deel 816-229-7223 2deels@sbcglobal.net 

For the latest MAFCA Board Meeting or Chapter Coor-

dinator news and updates, go to:  

http://www.mafca.com/communications.html 

For the latest MARC Board or Chapter news, go to: 

http://www.modelarestorers.org/main/index.php?o

Restorer Articles Dorothy Haggard 816-525-0604  
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December Birthdays 
 Sid Steinhaeuful 12/03 

 Darrell Enloe 12/07 

 Dorothy Miller 12/09 

 Margaret Minor 12/09 

 Ivan Manning 12/10 

 Don Lobner  12/11 

 Lois Lobner 12/13 

 Sue Ryan 12/14 

 Jenny Franke 12/20 

 Glen Williams 12/21 

 Sandra Best 12/23 

 Nancy Barr 12/25 

 Linda Carter 12/25 

 Jack Padley 12/27 

 Amy Harvey 12/27 

 Kathy Nesbitt 12/28 

 Ken Winkinhofer 12/29 

 Mike Clayton 12/30 

December Anniversaries 

 Howard and Sandra Best 12/08 

From the President 

What a year it has been!  We‘re going to wrap it up with a 

super Christmas Luncheon at Faulkner‘s Ranch on Sunday 

December 4th with the Plain ol A‘s, which will certainly be 

fun.  Also, let‘s welcome our new Board members and our 

new President Glen Spielbusch!  I‘m looking forward to 

2012!   

If I don‘t see you on the road, I‘ll see you at the December 

Christmas luncheon!        -Lance 

SUNSHINE REPORT 

Frank Kelley‘s brother passed away after a battle with cancer.  
Mike Clayton is recuperating well from his leg surgeries. 
That‘s it for now, keep me updated with any other news, 
thank you!    

Karen Sparks - Sunshine Person 

Treasurer‟s Report as of October 31, 2011 

Bank Reconciliation 

Total Revenue  

Total  Disbursements 

Funds Reconciliation 

Total Funds  

Club Hostesses for January 

Nancy Clayton and Nancy Spielbusch 

Guys can be hostesses too! 

New volunteer hostesses are always invited to help at the 

meetings, and everything they do is very much  

appreciated by all of us!   

To get on the schedule,  contact 

  Nancy Spielbusch, Food Coordinator 

November 21st Monthly Meeting 

Notes 

Meeting and dinner opened with prayer by George Deel. Guests 
were Robert Bennet, Kenny Ranta and Justin Delmar. Al Gwinn 
won first place in competitive horsehoes. Thanks to the ladies for 
service on the food line. Activities report by Neil. He gave a recap 
of the overnighter to Branson, highlighting the Osceola cheese 
stop, Lamberts, and a visit to Bob and Jodi's place. The leaves were 
great in some areas and others not so good. The Dixie Stampede 
was well worth going to. Christmas dinner on Dec 3, so bring a 
white elephant gift if you want to participate in this fun activity. 
The dinner is from 1PM to 4PM at Faulkner‘s Ranch. On Dec 3 
there will be a outing at the Plaza, everyone meet at Winstead‘s on 
the Plaza at 5PM if the weather cooperates. New phone # for 
Jenny is 816-392-1965 and for Neil is 816-392-1703 if you need to 
reach them. The Independence Halloween parade was attended by 
4 Model A's. Remember to turn in your membership dues and 
payment for Christmas dinner. Carletta held the drawing for the 
pot of money and it was won by Larry Sparks, and we had 73 peo-
ple in attendance for this evenings Thanksgiving Dinner. Treasurer 
Report was given by Judy, recapping expenses and bank account 
balance. The program this evening was given by Chuck and Rick, 
they talked about how to safely walk on ice this winter. They had 
brought with them two different products that strap on to the bot-
tom of your shoe to help in walking on ice. Jodi then presented to 
the membership the standing for new officers, those who had 
stepped up to fill the positions and that if no one steps up for the 
news letter then we will have no newsletter in the future. Jodi said 
that Justin will help if someone would work with him and the load 
would be split between two people. Technical problems: addressed 
by Bob Hess, brake light switch on 28 and 29 cars, replacement 
parts have had too short of a spring that would create a short 
draining the battery. Check with Bob Hess if you have to replace 
the spring he has some on hand. The meeting was adjourned.  

Secretary Ed Muntz 

“Christmas at my house is always at least six or seven times 

more pleasant than anywhere else. We start drinking early. 

And while everyone else is only seeing one Santa Claus,  we’ll 

be seeing six or seven”.   -W C Fields, Model A era comedian         
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Club Items For Sale—Use your Model A Bucks!! 

1. Dungaree Vest with Club logo on the back (one size fits all) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00 

2. Club Caps, white top and blue bill, with embroidered logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$12.00 

3. Club Caps, blue top and blue bill, with embroidered logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$12.00 

4. Club Caps, all black, with embroidered logo and scrambled eggs on the bill - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $15.00 

5. Club Caps, white and blue, with printed Club logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -$5.00 

6.   Club Tee Shirts, dark blue with white logo, S,M,L,XL,XXL (medium out of stock) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$8.00 

       

Above items can be purchased by calling Lance Burton, 816-322-0615, or e-mail grandpaburton@aol.com prior to monthly 

meeting night and he will deliver your order to the meeting. 
 

7.    Oval Club decals (4-1/2‖ long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $1.00 

8.    Oval Club Brass Radiator Plaques (4-3/8‖ long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $5.00 

9.    Club License Plates - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - -  - - - -- - - - - - - -$6.00 

10.  Heart of America Brass Castings (13‖ long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - — - - -$10.00 

11. Oval Club Magnetic Signs (8‖ x 13‖) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - — - - - - $8.00 

                                                                                                                                                                        or 2 for $15.00 

Above items can be purchased by calling Milton Hessefort, 816-229-1949, or e-mail hesfrt@sbcglobal.net prior to monthly 

meeting night and he will deliver your order to the meeting. 

From the Editor 

One of the most entertaining experiences of a Model A tour is called a 

―breakdown‖ or funny noise or wobble investigation, as it seems like there 

are never two that are the same.  Here are some photos of these 

―experiences ― on our recent Branson, MO tour. Sometimes these issues 

can be avoided at gas stops, as you‘ll notice all the hoods pop up after fill-

ing our tanks. As these photos show, it‘s always a team effort to investigate 

and resolve these issues-and they are always resolved!  What happens next?  

The tour continues to the nearest restaurant for celebration!    
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Every Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00 

a.m. Meet at Price Chopper south of 40 Highway 

on Highway 7 in Blue Springs. Have coffee, discuss 

problems and visit with other Model A‘ers. Contact: 

George Deel 816-229-7223. 

CLUB ACTIVITIES 

SWAP MEETS 

UPCOMING NATIONAL and REGIONAL 
MEETS 

Dec 1-4 MAFCA Annual Membership 

Meeting, Santa Rosa, CA See www.mafca.com 

for details. 

Dec 1-3 The Mecum Auction is again coming 

to Kansas City!  It will again be at Bartle Hall.  See 

www.mecum.com/auctions for more details. 

June 11-15, 2012 Regional Des Moines, IA 
See www.mafca.com for details. 

April 12-15 MARC Membership Meet, 

Perrysburg, OH See www.modelaford.com for 

more information and details. 

June 11-15, 2012 MARC National Meet, 

Oshkosh, WI See www.modelaford.com for details. 

Monday January 16th Heart of America 

Model A Ford Club regular monthly meeting at the 

Faith Presbyterian Church, 8301 James A Reed Rd, 

Kansas City, MO at 7:00pm.  The Club will supply 

drinks plates and utensils.  Members bring all the 

food.  Bring what you like.  Enjoy food and talk 

about Model A Fords, and simply have a good time. 

Feb 3-4 37th Annual Sunflower Swap 

Meet sponsored by the Wichita A‘s, you‘ll always find 

something good at this event. See www.wichitaas.com for 

details 

Sunday Dec 4th Annual Christmas 

Dinner Faulkner‟s Ranch, KC, MO 
The fun begins at 1pm, see details and map on the 

next pages of this newsletter 

June 18-22, 2012 MAFCA National Meet, 

Marquette, MI See www.mafca.com for details. 

Saturday March 3rd Midwest Best Swap 

Meet Bridgeton Machinists Hall, 12365 St Charles Rock 

Rd, St Louis 7am –3pm Contact Tracy 314-368-6902 or 

asyougo@yahoo.com for more details.  What a great rea-

son for a trip to St Louis! 

Do you think we‘ll have an-

other surprise visit by ―you 

know who‖ at the Christmas 

Dinner?  Get your tickets 

now! 

Saturday Dec 3rd Plaza Tour We‘ll meet 

at Winstead‘s at 5pm, then tour the Plaza and see 

where it leads us! Last year Santa hitched a ride with 

us!  Contact Jenny 816-392-1965 for details. 
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TECH TIP for DECEMBER 2011 

Ever wonder what that hole and cotter pin in 

the bottom of your flywheel housing is for.  The 

hole is there to drain out any oil that has accu-

mulated in the bottom of the housing.  The cot-

ter pin is there to rattle around and keep the 

hole from becoming clogged up with mud or 

dirt. 

 

Wishing you and your family a very Merry 

Christmas and Happy New Year. 

 

Happy Motoring!  

Bob Hess 

Let me know if you have a good tech tip to 

share! 

2012 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Heart of America Model „A‟ Ford Club 

Type: New€  Renewal€  Honorary€  Life€  Today's Date_________ 

Date you first joined Heart of America Model A Ford 

Club____________ 

 

Name: (Please Print)________________________________________ 

If no changes from previous year, Print Name above and sign at 

the bottom. 

 

Spouse or Significant Other:_________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________ 

 

City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: __________ 

 

Home Phone: ____________________ Cell: ___________________ 

 

E-mail:_________________________________________________ 

Please list your birthdays and wedding anniversary (year not necessary!) 
 

His:______________Hers:______________Anniv:______________ 

 

Model ―A‖s owned. Use back if additional space is needed. 
 

Year_________Model_________________________*Status_______ 

 

Year_________Model_________________________*Status_______ 

 

*Status: Drivable, Show Car, Under Restoration, Unrestored, Basket case 

 

Would you like your newsletter via  US Mail    or     email  ? (please circle) 
 

National Affiliation: [  ] MAFCA    [  ] MARC 

I understand that membership in the Heart of America Model A Ford 

Club requires the owner of each car to meet the State mandated in-

surance requirement for their vehicle(s). The Heart of America Model 

A Ford Club is not legally responsible for any expenses incurred due 

to accidents or injuries sustained in Club sponsored activities or 

events. 
 

Signa-

ture.________________________________________________________________ 

Dues are $25.00 per year for new or renewal memberships. The year is 

from January 1 through December 31. National affiliation is recom-

mended. Make checks payable to “Heart of America Model A Ford 

Club”. Mail completed application with payment to:  

                                         Carletta Beeson 

                                         7925 Manning 

                                         Raytown, MO 64138 

                                         (816) 358-4967 

Application must be received by January 31 to be included in Ros-

ter. 

Optional 

2011 Club Mileage Program.  

Complete form and return with renewal. 

Car Year & Model______________________ 

2010 

Starting miles_____________________ 

Ending miles_____________________ 

1929 Model A Ford “Snowbird”         
See article on the next page 
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Registration Form 

Heart of America and Plain ol A’s  Model A Ford Clubs 

Annual Holiday Banquet 
 

Sunday December 4th, 2011 

Faulkner’s Ranch 

10600 Raytown Rd 

Kansas City, MO 64134 

 

Opens at 1pm, we eat at 1:30pm and it will last until around 3:30pm 

 

Each Dinner is $25.00 

 

Menu—Brisket of beef, salmon, augratin potatoes, seasoned green beans, garden salad with 

dressing, rolls with butter, iced tea, coffee, fruit crisp and ice cream. 

 

Name of member and spouse_____________________________________________________ 

 

Number of guests______   Total amount due______________  Phone____________________ 

 

Mail this completed form, send an email message or call Carletta ASAP! 

 

Don’t forget your White Elephant gift! 

 

Carletta Beeson 

7925 Manning 

Raytown, MO 64138 

816-358-4967 

Looking for some bizarre Model A‘s, and other old cars?  While viewing www.prewarcars.com, this Snowbird 
was advertised for sale.  If the forecasters are correct, we may need this car in the next few months!  Here‘s the 
description of the car…. 

―Ford Model T's and Model A's were ubiquitous, reliable, strong and inexpensive. Any number of companies 
conceived specific applications for Fords to adapt them to specialized applications, but the \"Snow Bird\" is 
certainly one of the strangest. The concept was originated by Virgil White of West Ossipee, New Hampshire. 
Later taken on by B.P. Arps‘ and Adolf Langenfeld‘s Farm Specialty Manufacturing in Wisconsin, a Model A-
based Snow Bird built by Arps was part of Admiral Byrd's 1931 Antarctic expedition. This 1929 Ford Model A 
Tudor Sedan with its Arps Snow Bird conversion was originally used by the New York Guard and later by a 
rural mail carrier. Finished in Manila Brown accented in Black, Yellow wire wheels with Taupe cloth upholstery, 
it drives through caterpillar style treads encompassing the rear tire and two leaf sprung auxiliary bogies on each 
side. The front wheels have long skis mounted just an inch or so off the ground inside the front wheels. In ad-
dition to the Snow Bird package this Model A also has an exhaust manifold heater missing only its sheet metal 
shrouding. An older restoration, it has been mechanically refurbished and freshly detailed cosmetically. It is an 
understatement to say that it will be the center of attention wherever it appears. Driving on the tracks is not 
recommended: the metal cleats with chew up asphalt or turf. On the other hand, coming out of the barn on a 
cold, crisp, snowy winter's day and setting off down a snowmobile trail it will do nothing less than stop traffic 
dead with amazement‖. 
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Era Fashions-Women’s boots 

Do these women‘s boots look familiar? If so, that means that 

you have probably been to a mall or shopping center re-

cently!  Styles go in cycles, and if you have a daughter or 

granddaughter, you‘ll know that young girls today are defi-

nitely ―into‖ boots of all shapes and sizes.  This is a 1930‘s ad 

for the Gaytee brand of boots found on Ebay.  Obviously, 

the ladies of the 30‘s liked ―bling‖ on their shoes just as 

much as they do today!  We could easily fill this newsletter  

with articles on women‘s boots, but this will be enough to get 

you ready for our upcoming winter weather! 

Our annual fall tour took us to Branson this year, and it 

was wonderful!  Beautiful weather, gorgeous colors, and a 

great bunch of Model A‘ers rolled through the countryside 

and into Branson.  For those of you who have been there, 

these photos will bring back some memories... 
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NEWS ‘A’ LETTER 

Your NEWS ‗A‘ LETTER is published monthly. It is 

mailed to members, prospective members and other 

Clubs. Articles may be used by other Clubs if credit is 

given to Heart of America Model A Ford Club. 
 

All articles, ads, pictures, or any item of interest may be 

submitted by any member. I must receive the items by 

the 3rd Monday of the month to be included in the next 

months issue. 
 

Any picture or article may be edited based on space 

available. In some cases it may be necessary to place the 

article or picture in the next issue. 

Thank you, 

Chuck Lewis, editor 

YOU CAN VIEW THE CLUB‟S LIST OF BOOKS, TAPES & TOOLS ON OUR WEBSITE. www.kcmodela.com 

If you need to use any of the books, tapes and tools our club has, contact Milton Hessefort, Property Custodian, 816-229-1949 

or e-mail hesfrt@sbcglobal.net. A member may use any of these items free, but we ask for a returnable deposit. 

Please support and thank our advertisers! 

BUY, SELL, TRADE, NEED, 

GIVEAWAY 

For Sale: 1932 Ford Roadster Hot Rod, street legal with rumble 

seat, Corvette engine, power steering, horizontal channelized 

body,  beautiful blue paint job with flames, price negotiable, call 

Judy Johnson 816-690-3951 

For Sale: Model A license plates, all years of KS and MO in stock 

now.  Other states available too. 

Top Dollar Paid!  Larry Niederschulte  816-365-0447 

For Sale New, precision-made Hubley wheels manufactured bet-

ter than the originals with superior plastic resins.  These new 

wheels are balanced and will last longer and roll better than the 

originals.  $2.00 each, contact Lance Burton 816-809-8648.  New 

Hubley tires soon to be manufactured too! 

Wanted: AA truck , any year, in as complete condition as possi-

ble.  Willing to trade John Deere tractor for one. Call Mike 

McPeek 816-697-3558 

For Sale: Pair of AA truck headlights, excellent condition, mani-

fold heater, cylinder head, many wrenches, parts, etc. Call Paul 

Gardner 816-393-5435 

For Sale: New AA Ford truck radiator and assorted transmission 

and a wide variety of other parts, call Tom Smith 816-356-0854 

for details and prices. 

For Sale: 1929 Pickup, good 

condition, need to sell 

$9.777.00, or best offer, 

drive it home today, call 

Mike Clayton 816-765-7527 

For Sale: 1928 Tudor, asking $10,000 Call Mike Blood 816-

509-7428 
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Cushman Speedometer  

Repair & Restoration 

5704 N Athenian Ave 

Wichita, KS 67204 

316-648-2444 

www.cushmanspeedometer.com 

We specialize in Model A speedometers, as well as 

many other makes, models and years 



Chuck Lewis 

10500 Bond St 

Overland Park, KS 66214 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

DECEMBER 2011   

             Aries Limited 
                   

  MILT’S MODEL ‘A’ REPAIR, PARTS & SALES 

205 NE HEARNES AVE 

BLUE SPRINGS MO 64014 

Brassworks Radiator / Aries Muffler Distributor for the Midwest 

New and Used Antique parts 

6 or 12 Volt Alternators & Starters 

Overdrive Transmissions installed 

4-Speed Transmissions installed 

Other work by request 

MILTON HESSEFORT 

816-229-1949 

CELL 816-590-4317 

 


