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NEWS  óAô LETTER  

Heart of America Model A Ford Club  

Jan. 29th is òNational Puzzle Dayó; should we have a Model A 

engine seminar that day?  

Meet Your Fellow Members!                                                                                                                                       

Keith and Gwen Wheeler  

Keith and Gwen were both born and raised in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, and met while they were in the 

same high school. They celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in June of 2009!  They purchased 

their òbarnó Model A from a farmer in South Dakota in 1973, and finished up its restoration in 1976.  

With 4 kids and eventually 4 grandkids, theyõve always had plenty of passengers on tours through the 

years, and have had very few problems with their car.  Keith retired from Allis Chalmers Gleaner Com-

bine Division in Independence, MO while Gwen maintained the sanity of their home as housewife.  

Something you DIDNõT know about Keith and Gwen!  Some of you may remember a few years ago when 

Gwen brought her antique doll collection to one of our monthly meetings and gave the presentation; it 

was unforgettable as she has one of the finest doll collections in the KC area!  And each one of them 

had a name!  Keith has tried to keep up with her with his antique Allis Chalmers toy collection, so weõll 

have to schedule a date for him to bring samples of his collection and give a presentation at a monthly 

meeting too!  He also needs to bring his license plates ñ he has a collection of South Dakota license 

plates from 1916 to present!  Keith and Gwen are both from South Dakotaé.and no, they donõt have a 

Harley, and no, they never go to Sturgis!  



President:  Lance Burton 816-322-0615 grandpaburton@aol.com 

Vice President: Mike Clayton 816-785-7527 taxracer@earthlink.net 

Secretary: Edward Muntz 913-764-6457 n2oldcars@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Chuck Haber 816-741-9518 chuck@kchaber.com 

Publications Manager: Chuck Lewis 913-438-8686 kamahowa@yahoo.com 

Membership Manager: Jim Shaw 816-436-5538 sandi.shaw@haldex.com 

Activities Manager: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Webmaster Chuck Haber 816-741-9518 chuck@kchaber.com 

Fund Raising Chairman: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Sunshine Committee: Mimi Deel 816-229-7223 2deels@sbcglobal.net 

Property Custodian: Milton Hessefort 816-229-1949 hesfrt@sbcglobal.net 

Food Coordinator: Nancy Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Historian: Chris Launer 816-524-1065 pastorchrisl@sbcglobal.net 

Tech. Info. Coordinator: Bob Hess 816-941-4101 rhess@kc.rr.com 

Heart of America Model A Ford Club Web-Site 

http://www.kcmodela.com   

This is our web site. It was designed and is maintained by 

Webmaster Melinda Walters 

Check it out. 

View the News ôAõ Letter on the web! 

Heart of America Model A Ford Club 
Club meetings for our chapter are held the 3rd Monday of each month (except July & December) at the Faith 
Presbyterian Church, 8301 James A Reed Road, Kansas City, MO, at 7:00 PM. Anyone with a sincere interest in 
the Model A Ford is most welcome. The yearly dues are $25.00.  
  

Board of Directors meets the first Tuesday of each month (except December) at 5:00 p.m. at a restaurant chosen 
by Lance Burton. Afterward we go to the Belger Co. Board Room, 2100 Walnut St., Kansas City, MO. All mem-
bers are welcome at the  dinner and the meeting. Contact Lance Burton for restaurant location. 
 

The Board minutes are posted on our web site, kcmodela.com, or ask the Club Secretary for a copy. 
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Club Officers & Chair - People for 2011  

Our Club encourages membership in both of  these national Model A Ford organizations 

$38  

President:  Lance Burton 816-322-0615 grandpaburton@aol.com 

Vice President: Jodie McEntee 816-737-3903 jomcentee@kc.rr.com 

Secretary: Edward Muntz 913-764-6457 n2oldcars@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Judy Gudenkauf 816-331-3657 judy@uniquelabel.com 

Publications Manager: Chuck Lewis 913-205-9884 kamahowa@yahoo.com 

Membership Manager: Carletta Beeson 816-358-4967 ckbeeson55@yahoo.com 

Activities Managers: Jenny Franke and Neil Isaacs 816-220-2972 jenneil2@sbcglobal.net 

Webmaster: Melinda Walters 913-980-6690 mwalters@manions.com 

Fund Raising Chairman: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spielbusch@att.net 

Sunshine Committee: Mimi Deel 816-229-7223 2deels@sbcglobal.net 

Property Custodian: Milton Hessefort 816-229-1949 hesfrt@sbcglobal.net 

Food Coordinator: Nancy Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spielbusch@att.net 

Historian: open   

Tech. Info. Coordinator: Bob Hess 816-941-4101 rhess@kc.rr.com 

Mileage Prgm Coordinator: Neil Isaacs & Jenny Franke 816-220-2972 jenneil2@sbcglobal.net 

Era Fashion Coordinator: George Deel 816-229-7223 2deels@sbcglobal.net 

For the latest MAFCA Board Meeting or Chapter Coor-

dinator news and updates, go to:  

http://www.mafca.com/communications.html  

For the latest MARC Board or Chapter news, go to: 

http://www.modelarestorers.org/main/index.php ?o

Restorer Articles Dorothy Haggard 816-525-0604  
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January Birthdays  
 Marge Bowes 01/01 

 Helen Melton 01/02 

 Nancy Hess 01/03 

 George DuCoing 01/04 

 Chuck Haber  01/06 

 Judy Johnson 01/06 

 Alan Otto 01/09 

 Glen Spielbusch 01/15 

 Terri Burton 01/16 

 Barbara Otto 01/20 

 Eldon Stamp 01/24 

 Lura Scott 01/28 

   January Anniversaries  

 Bob and Billie Kimbrell 01/07 

 Charles and Nancy DeLapp 01/08 

 Mike and Nancy Clayton 01/30 

From the President 

SUNSHINE REPORT 

We lost long-time member Bonnie McWilliams on Dec. 
10th.  We extend our sympathies and prayers to her hus-
band Warren and family.  Milt Hessefortõs daughter re-
cently had a mastectomy, so letõs keep her in our 
thoughts and prayers.  Please let me know any about any 
other updates. 

Mimi Deel  - Sunshine Person 

Thereõs a misconception out there that using wood in cars 

became obsolete in the Model A days, or shortly thereafter.  

Not true!  Thank you to HOA member Don Bockelman for 

sending me an email on the Morgan Motor Car which is still 

built today in England - with wood!   They start out with a 

wood kit, similar to what we use in our Model Aõs, for the 

body structure, and then attach it to the rolling chassis.  Most 

parts are handmade, while humans (not robots) perform the 

complete assembly of the car.  This kind of reminds me of a 

certain memberõs garage in DeSotoé. 

Weõll see you on the road! 

-Lance  

Club Hostesses for January 

Dorothy Haggard, Margie Wright and Mimi Deel 

We had our first male hostess last monthñThank you Mike 

Clayton!  Guys can be hostesses too! 

New volunteer hostesses are always invited to help at the 

meetings, and everything they do is very much  

appreciated by all of us!   

To get on the schedule,  contact 

  Nancy Spielbusch, Food Coordinator 

Treasurerõs ReportñJudy Gudenkauf 

As of November 30, 2010 

Bank Reconciliation 

Total Revenue  $     600.00 

Total  Disbursements $     207.76 

Funds Reconciliation 

Total Funds  $35,432.99 
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Club Items For Sale ñUse your Model A Bucks!!  

1. Dungaree Vest with Club logo on the back (one size fits all) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00 

2. Club Caps, white top and blue bill, with embroidered logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$12.00 

3. Club Caps, blue top and blue bill, with embroidered logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$12.00 

4. Club Caps, all black, with embroidered logo and scrambled eggs on the bill - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $15.00 

5. Club Caps, white and blue, with printed Club logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -$5.00 

6.   Club Tee Shirts, dark blue with white logo, S,M,L,XL,XXL (medium out of stock) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$8.00 
       

Above items can be purchased by calling Lance Burton, 816-322-0615, or e-mail grandpaburton@aol.com prior to monthly 

meeting night and he will deliver your order to the meeting. 
 

7.    Oval Club decals (4-1/2ó long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $1.00 

8.    Oval Club Brass Radiator Plaques (4-3/8ó long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $5.00 

9.    Club License Plates - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - -  - - - -- - - - - - - -$6.00 

10.  Heart of America Brass Castings (13ó long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - ñ - - -$10.00 

11. Oval Club Magnetic Signs (8ó x 13ó) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - ñ - - - - $8.00 

                                                                                                                                                                        or 2 for $15.00 

Above items can be purchased by calling Milton Hessefort, 816-229-1949, or e-mail hesfrt@sbcglobal.net prior to monthly 

meeting night and he will deliver your order to the meeting. 

December 12th Monthly Meeting Notes  

The Clubõs Christmas Dinner was a sold-out affair this year, as Faulknerõs Ranch was filled to capacity wonderful Chrismas 
event.  We were blessed with wonderful weather (do you remember some of the wintery club Christmas dinners in years past?)  
George Deel opened the event with a prayer, and the feast began.  The brisket was the best I ever had!  After dinner, someone 
let in a scary-looking guy from the North Pole, and you guessed it, Santa Claus made his appearance! Some of the ladies of our 
club went up to Santa with their Christmas wish lists, and the confused Santa had to go back to the North Pole for clarifica-
tion from the Mrs.  Next came the presentation of the Belger award to Mike and Nancy Clayton, who have been absolutely 
wonderful in their support, participation and leadership in keeping our club vibrant and enjoyable.  We almost had to bring 
Santa back for crowd control, as the white elephant gift exchange began.  About the only thing that did not get a lot of desire 
was the wood wheel chock with the attached rope.  Most everything else went through the 3-possession rule.  We had it all, 
miniature cars, cream pitcher, tool box, laminator, paper towels, car was kit, Route 66 sign, and even a tire clock.  Probably the 
most desirable item was a vintage ladies hat in the original hatbox with the original cash register receipt from March 1929.  
Lance had to call the dinner to an end and send Santa and his boisterous crowd home. 

-submitted by Secretary Ed Muntz 

PS There was a rumor that our Santa started a snowball fight in the parking lot! 

Thank You  
We would like to thank the Board of 

Directors for the great honor of re-

ceiving the Belger Award tor 2010. 

Nancy and I have become ac-

quainted with a lot of wonderful 

people through  the Heart of Amer-

ica Model A Club.  We have made 

numerous good friends locally and 

across the country.  All efforts are 

made much easier due to all these 

friends. 

Mike and Nancy Clayton 

Santa reacts to the ten-

sion as he tries to figure 

out who will be the Belger 

Award recipients for  

2010 at our Christmas 

Banquetéé..  

Mike and Nancy Clayton  

Congratulations for being our 2010 Belger 

Award winners!  
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Every Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00 a.m. Meet 

at Price Chopper south of 40 Highway on Highway 7 in Blue 

Springs. Have coffee, discuss problems and visit with other 

Model Aõers. Contact: George Deel 816-229-7223. 

CLUB ACTIVITIES  SWAP MEETS 

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL MEETS 

If youõre ready to read your HOA newsletter on your PC in-

stead of on paper, let me know!  Weõll email it to you!        

The Editor 

Monday January 17th Heart of America Model A 

Ford Club regular monthly meeting at the Faith Presbyterian 

Church, 8301 James A Reed Rd, Kansas City, MO at 7:00pm.  

The Club will supply drinks plates and utensils.  Members 

bring all the food.  Bring what you like.  Enjoy food and talk 

about Model A Fords, and simply have a good time. 

June 5-11 2011 Plain Ol Aõs Regional Meet, 

Overland Park, KS  See www.plainolas.com for all the 

details 

February 4-5  36th Annual Sunflower Swap 

Meet, Kansas Coliseum, Wichita  
As you know, thereõs something for everyone at this meet. 

See www.wichitaas.com for more details 

March 24-27 MARC Membership Meeting,  

St. Augustine, FL  See www.modelameet.com for de-

tails 

March 17-18 Chickasha Pre-War Swap Meet 

Chickasha, OK  Worldõs largest Early Auto Meet spe-
cializing in cars from 1895 thru 1945.  See www.pwsm.com 

for more details 

Thursday April 14 thru 19 Bus Tour to 

Henry Ford Museum This tour will go to the Henry 

Ford Museum in Dearborn, MI, nearby Greenfield Village 

and Museum, and then visit the Lincoln Presidential Museum 

in Springfield, IL on the way back.  $744/person if your $25 

deposit is in by Dec 14, or $799 later.  Contact Harvey Rose-

berry at 816-279-0489 or Group Getaways at 913-369-3939 

or see what youõre in for at www.thehenryford.org 

April 9-10 Ararat Shrine Swap Meet, Leeõs 

Summit, MO Located at the Leeõs Summit Auto Auc-
tion lot near Route 50 & Route 291. See 

www.araratshrine.com/swap/ for more details. 

In Loving Memory 
Bonnie McWilliams, wife of  Warren McWilliams, passed 

away in Harrisonville on December 10th.  Our thoughts 

and prayers are with you. 

Saturday March 12 Brookside St Patrickõs 

Day Parade Weõll meet at our usual location just south-
east of 63rd & Wornall, and then convene after the parade at 

Governor Stumpyõs Restaurant.  More details to follow,  con-

tact Jenny Franke 816-550-2972 

Saturday April 20-21 The World Race is coming 

to Kansas City.  Itõs a reenactment of the 1908 Great Race 

from New York to Paris.  More details to follow, contact 

Jenny Franke 816-550-2972 

One B-24 bomber every 55 minutesé 

Another amazing Michigan location was the Willow Run Ford 

factory that was located near Ypslanti, MI.  While reading about 

the Henry Ford Museum, a link will take you to this site 

(Bomber_plan.wmv).  Itõs amazing that one B-24 (built with 

over 1.25 million parts) came off the assembly line every 55 min-

utes.  Take a few minutes to watch this snapshot in historyñ

there are seats available on the April tour! 
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2011 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Heart of America Model ôAõ Ford Club 

Type: New€  Renewal€  Honorary€  Life€  Today's Date_________ 

Date you first joined Heart of America Model A Ford 

Club____________ 

 

Name: (Please Print)________________________________________ 

If no changes from previous year, Print Name above and sign at 

the bottom. 

 

Spouse or Significant Other:_________________________________ 

 

Address:________________________________________________ 

 

City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: __________ 

 

Home Phone: ____________________ Cell: ___________________ 

 

E-mail:_________________________________________________ 

Please list your birthdays and wedding anniversary (year not necessary!) 
 

His:______________Hers:______________Anniv:______________ 

 

Model òAós owned. Use back if additional space is needed. 
 

Year_________Model_________________________*Status_______ 

 

Year_________Model_________________________*Status_______ 

 

*Status: Drivable, Show Car, Under Restoration, Unrestored, Basket case 

 

Would you like your newsletter via  US Mail    or     email  ? (please circle) 
 

National Affiliation: [  ] MAFCA    [  ] MARC 

I understand that membership in the Heart of America Model A Ford 

Club requires the owner of each car to meet the State mandated in-

surance requirement for their vehicle(s). The Heart of America Model 

A Ford Club is not legally responsible for any expenses incurred due 

to accidents or injuries sustained in Club sponsored activities or 

events. 
 

Signa-

ture.________________________________________________________________ 

Dues are $25.00 per year for new or renewal memberships. The year is 

from January 1 through December 31. National affiliation is recom-

mended. Make checks payable to òHeart of America Model A Ford 

Clubó. Mail completed application with payment to:  

                                         Carletta Beeson 

                                         7925 Manning 

                                         Raytown, MO 64138 

                                         (816) 358-4967 

Application must be received by January 31 to be included in Ros-

ter. 

2010 Club Mileage Program.  

Complete form and return with renewal. 

Car Year & Model______________________ 

2010 

Starting miles_____________________ 

Ending miles_____________________ 

Optional 

Thank you Jenny Franke for sharing your photos 

with us! 

The weather cooperated with us this year at our an-

nual Christmas Party  held at Faulknerõs Ranch. At-

tendance was excellent!  While we warmed up before 

the event in these photos, the real action began with 

the òWhite Elephantó gift exchange! 
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TECH TIP for JANUARY 2010  

Sometimes when turning the Model A sterring 
wheel, the light switch rotates as well causing the 
lights to come on, or worse, turn off at night.  One 
of the reasons for this is that the small brass bush-

ing around the light rod located at the top of the 
shaft may be missing.  Without this bushing, the 
light rod tends to bind as the shaft turns around it.  
Replacing this special bushing should eliminate the 
problem. 
 
Happy motoring!     
  
Bob Hess      
  
Got a good tech tip to share?  Let Bob know! 

Teen dies from injuries in Ford Model A crash  

Travis S. McAfee of Fort Smith, Ark., died on Christmas Day 
from injuries suffered when a Ford Model A he was riding in 
collided with a light pole in Overland Park. 

Conditions on the three other people injured in the crash 
were not available this morning. Their names also were not 
available from police this morning. 

McAfee, 17, was a rear seat passenger in the Model A kit car 
when it crashed 2:05 p.m. Friday in the 9100 block of Nieman 
Road. 

The Model A car was southbound on Nieman when it veered 
off the road, struck a light pole and rolled on to its top. 
McAfee was ejected and suffered the fatal injuries. 

The driver, a 65-year-old Overland Park man, and the two 
other passengers, his 43-year-old daughter-in-law and 17-
year-old granddaughter who are from out of state, suffered 
serious injuries. Police said McAfee was a friend of the 
granddaughter. 

Article from KC Star 12-27-2010 

We can never be careful enough, especially in a Model A, so letõs 

make 2011 a safe year! 

At our Christmas Party, Faulk-

nerõs had a restored òChristmasó 

sled, as seen in these photos.  

But something was missingé.. 

Ah, he showed up!  See the next 

page.. 


