
Meet Your Fellow Honorary Member!                                                                                                                                       

Shirley Dobbe  

Shirley Dobbe was born, raised and spent almost her entire life in the St Joseph, MO area, while Eldon 

(who passed away a few years ago) was born and raised in Bonner Springs, KS.  They met at an Ameri-

can Legion meeting in St Joe, and between them had 7 kids, 8 grandkids and 5 great grandchildren.  

They had been married almost 35 years when Eldon passed away.  Eldon retired from TWA as manager 

of their technical publications unit, but Shirley tried retirement and didnõt completely like it.  She still 

works part -time to this day at the Loverõs Lane Credit Union in St Joe (a division of the Sara Lee Corp). 

Eldon and Shirley were consummate HOA members, as they probably served in every position and on 

every committee our club has had in the past 10 -20 years, and we appreciate that very much.  

 

Something you DIDNõT know about Eldon and Shirley!   Anyone who has enjoyed the Model A hobby in 

this area in the past decade or longer will certainly remember the yellow ô29 Sport Coupe below.  Eldon 

and Shirley drove that car all over the U.S and even into Canada, all year round, in all kinds of weather.   

Shirley sold it to a neighbor a few years ago, and it stayed in a shed ðand is now for sale again!  For 

whoever gets this car , Shirley will provide an absolutely incredible history of experiences of two won-

derful people and a Model A.  
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         2100 Walnut Street  

       Kansas City, MO 64108  

 

Local Chapter of MAFCA and MARC  

ò       Certificate of Meritó  òAward of 

Continuing Excellenceó 
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Motherõs Day is May 9th this year! 

NEWS  óAô LETTER  

Heart of America Model A Ford Club  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



President:  Lance Burton 816-322-0615 grandpaburton@aol.com 

Vice President: Mike Clayton 816-785-7527 taxracer@earthlink.net 

Secretary: Edward Muntz 913-764-6457 n2oldcars@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Chuck Haber 816-741-9518 chuck@kchaber.com 

Publications Manager: Chuck Lewis 913-438-8686 kamahowa@yahoo.com 

Membership Manager: Jim Shaw 816-436-5538 sandi.shaw@haldex.com 

Activities Manager: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Webmaster Chuck Haber 816-741-9518 chuck@kchaber.com 

Fund Raising Chairman: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Sunshine Committee: Mimi Deel 816-229-7223 2deels@sbcglobal.net 

Property Custodian: Milton Hessefort 816-229-1949 hesfrt@sbcglobal.net 

Food Coordinator: Nancy Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Historian: Chris Launer 816-524-1065 pastorchrisl@sbcglobal.net 

Tech. Info. Coordinator: Bob Hess 816-941-4101 rhess@kc.rr.com 

Heart of America Model A Ford Club Web-Site 

http://www.kcmodela.com   

 

This is our web site. It was designed and is maintained by 

Webmaster Melinda Walters 

Check it out. 

View the News ôAõ Letter on the web! 

Heart of America Model A Ford Club 
Club meetings for our chapter are held the 3rd Monday of each month (except July & December) at the Faith 
Presbyterian Church, 8301 James A Reed Road, Kansas City, MO, at 7:00 PM. Anyone with a sincere interest in 
the Model A Ford is most welcome. The yearly dues are $25.00.  
  

Board of Directors meets the first Tuesday of each month (except December) at 5:00 p.m. at a restaurant chosen 
by Lance Burton. Afterward we go to the Belger Co. Board Room, 2100 Walnut St., Kansas City, MO. All mem-
bers are welcome at the  dinner and the meeting. Contact Lance Burton for restaurant location. 
 

The Board minutes are posted on our web site, kcmodela.com, or ask the Club Secretary for a copy. 
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Club Officers & Chair - People for 2010  

Our Club encourages membership in both of  these national Model A Ford organizations 

$38  

President:  Lance Burton 816-322-0615 grandpaburton@aol.com 

Vice President: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spielbusch@att.net 

Secretary: Edward Muntz 913-764-6457 n2oldcars@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Judy Gudenkauf 816-331-3657 judithunique@kc.rr.com 

Publications Manager: Chuck Lewis 913-205-9884 kamahowa@yahoo.com 

Membership Manager: Carletta Beeson 816-358-4967 ckbeeson55@yahoo.com 

Activities Managers: Jenny Franke and Neil Isaacs 816-220-2972 jenneil2@sbcglobal.net 

Webmaster: Melinda Walters 913-980-6690 mwalters@manions.com 

Fund Raising Chairman: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spielbusch@att.net 

Sunshine Committee: Mimi Deel 816-229-7223 2deels@sbcglobal.net 

Property Custodian: Milton Hessefort 816-229-1949 hesfrt@sbcglobal.net 

Food Coordinator: Nancy Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spielbusch@att.net 

Historian: Chris Launer 816-524-1065 clauner@sbcglobal.net 

Tech. Info. Coordinator: Bob Hess 816-941-4101 rhess@kc.rr.com 

Mileage Prgm Coordinator: Neil Isaacs & Jenny Franke 816-220-2972 jenneil2@sbcglobal.net 

Era Fashion Coordinator: George Deel 816-229-7223 2deels@sbcglobal.net 

For the latest MAFCA Board Meeting or Chapter Coor-

dinator news and updates, go to:  

http://www.mafca.com/communications.html  

For the latest MARC Board or Chapter news, go to: 

http://www.modelarestorers.org/main/index.php ?o
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May Birthdays  
 Karen Manning 05/01 

 Harold Bennett 05/03 

 Teri Steinhaeufel 05/04 

 Mildred Shelton  05/08 

 Philip Theisen 05/10 

 George Hickman 05/14 

 Charlotte Dent 05/16 

 Harvey Roseberry 05/16 

 Alyce DuCoing 05/17 

 Milton Hessefort 05/19 

 Peggy Richardson 05/21 

 Irene Robinson 05/23 

 Billie Beeson 05/23 

 Nancy Hutchison 05/31 

 

  May Anniversaries  

 George and Alyce DuCoing 05/01 

 Jim And Sandi Shaw 05/01 

 Glen And Nancy Spielbusch 05/06 

 Tom and Judy Gudenkauf 05/08 

 Larry and Karen Sparks 05/09 

 Frank and Irene Robinson 05/10 

 Harold and Virginia Barnett 05/10 

 Bob and Jodee McEntee 05/15 

 Bob and Nancy Hess 05/17 

 John and Nancy Hutchison 05/22 

From the President 

Club Hostesses for May 
 

Helen Milton, Daisy Gwinn and Karen Manning 

New volunteer hostesses are always invited to help at the 

meetings, and everything they do is very much  

appreciated by all of us!   

To get on the schedule,  contact 

  Nancy Spielbusch, Food Coordinator 

SUNSHINE REPORT 

I have no new reports of any illnesses, please let me know 
if Iõm missing anyone. Letõs keep this trend going! 

Mimi Deel  - Sunshine Person 

HAVING MOM OVER FOR DINNER  

You donõt even have to be a Mother to enjoy this storyé 

Brian invited his mother over for dinner.  During the course of 

the meal, Brianõs mother couldnõt help but notice how beauti-

ful Brianõs roommate, Jennifer, was. Brianõs Mom had long 

been suspicious of the platonic relationship between Brian and 

Jennifer, and this had only made her more curious. 

Over the course of the evening, while watching the two inter-

act, she started to wonder if there was more between Brian 

and Jennifer than met the eye. 

Reading his Momõs thoughts, Brian volunteered, òI know what 

you must be thinking, but I assure you, Jennifer and I are just 

roommateséó. 

About a week later, Jennifer came to Brian saying, òEver since 

your mother came to dinner, Iõve been unable to find the 

beautiful antique silver gravy ladle.  You donõt suppose she 

took it, do you?ó 

Brian said, òWell, I doubt it, but Iõll send her an e-mail just to 

be sureó.  So he sat down and wrote: 

ññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

Dear Mom, Iõm not saying that you ôdidõ take the gravy ladle 

from our house, Iõm not saying that you ôdid notõ take the 

gravy ladle.  But the fact remains that it has been missing since 

you were here for dinner.   Love, Brian 

ññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

Several days later, Brian received an email back from his 

mother that read: 

ññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

Dear Son, Iõm not saying that you ôdoõ sleep with Jennifer, Iõm 

not saying that you ôdo notõ sleep with Jennifer.  But the fact 

remains that if Jennifer is sleeping in her own bed, she would 

have found the gravy ladle by now, Love, Mom. 

ññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

Lesson of the Day! 

Never Lie To Your Mother!!! 

Iõve heard some pretty amazing stories through the years about 

the different ôtreasuresó or òsurprisesó that our club members 

have found under their car seats, in their trunks, in their engine 

compartments, etc.  Letõs share them at the next meeting! 

-Lance 

BULLETIN BOARD 

Marge Bowes is looking for a ride to the monthly meetings 

and even tours if possible.  She lives in the Leeõs Summit 

area.  She can be contacted at 816-350-1891 
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Club Items For Sale ñUse your Model A Bucks!!  

1. Dungaree Vest with Club logo on the back (one size fits all) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00 

2. Club Caps, white top and blue bill, with embroidered logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$12.00 

3. Club Caps, blue top and blue bill, with embroidered logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$12.00 

4. Club Caps, all black, with embroidered logo and scrambled eggs on the bill - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $15.00 

5. Club Caps, white and blue, with printed Club logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -$5.00 

6.   Club Tee Shirts, dark blue with white logo, S,M,L,XL,XXL (medium out of stock) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$8.00 
       

Above items can be purchased by calling Lance Burton, 816-322-0615, or e-mail grandpaburton@aol.com prior to monthly 

meeting night and he will deliver your order to the meeting. 
 

7.    Oval Club decals (4-1/2ó long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $1.00 

8.    Oval Club Brass Radiator Plaques (4-3/8ó long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $5.00 

9.    Club License Plates - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - -  - - - -- - - - - - - -$6.00 

10.  Heart of America Brass Castings (13ó long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - ñ - - -$10.00 

11. Oval Club Magnetic Signs (8ó x 13ó) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - ñ - - - - $8.00 

                                                                                                                                                                        or 2 for $15.00 

Above items can be purchased by calling Milton Hessefort, 816-229-1949, or e-mail hesfrt@sbcglobal.net prior to monthly 

meeting night and he will deliver your order to the meeting. 

April Monthly Meeting Notes  

Our meeting was opened with a paryer by George Deel.  We have new members Alan and Barbara Otto who came for the 
first time this evening.  He has a 1928 Tudor and 1931 Roadster. A round of applause was given to the ladies serving this eve-
ning.  The money pot was won by Sandy Shaw, a flash light to Louise Lackey, a luggage bag to Jim Shaw, Nancy Spielbussch 
got the level (to keep Glen òleveló for sure) and Lance won the YOYO! Jenny Franke presented the Activities report. Quite a 
few people attended the Hubley construction and òtune upó seminar last weekend, and weõll do it again this Sunday (April 
25th), same time, same place.  The Garment District Tour will be held this Saturday the 24th with the Hanger Dance that eve-
ning.  The Lawrence Swap Meet is the 29th, followed by the Atchison FlyIn and Omaha Regional.  Harvey is organizing a 
group for the Pony Express Tour, and be sure to reserve July 17th for the Club Picnic.  Judy gave the Treasurerõs report.  Our 
entertainment was provided by Glen Spielbusch.  Glen has a violin collection, and he gave a brief history of the violin and 
then a òName that Toonó performance.  Glen asked for questions and then closed the meeting.   

-submitted by Ed Muntz, Secretary 

Treasurerõs ReportñJudy Gudenkauf 

As of March 29, 2010 

Bank Reconciliation 

Total Revenue  $    347.20 

Total  Disbursements $    670.42 

Funds Reconciliation 

Total Funds  $37,840.76 

Green Thought of the Month  

Motor oil never wears out, it just 

gets dirty. Oil can be recycled, re -

refined, and used again, reducing 

our reliance on imported oil.  

from www.recycling -revolution.com  

All of us should give Glen Spiel-

busch a pat on the back for his 

violin presentation and perform-

ance at our club meeting last 

month.   Thank you, Glen! 

Whatõs that crazy-looking 

contraption on the right?  

Itõs our Clubõs new Hubley 

track which is now complete, 

tested, and ready to use!  

For several weekends in a 

row, members have been 

òfine-tuningó it.  Join us to 

see what itõs all about! 

Thereõs more on pages 8&9. 
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Every Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00 a.m. Meet 

at Price Chopper south of 40 Highway on Highway 7 in Blue 

Springs. Have coffee, discuss problems and visit with other 

Model Aõers. Contact: George Deel 816-229-7223. 

CLUB ACTIVITIES  

Monday May 17th Heart of America Model A Ford 

Club regular monthly meeting at the Faith Presbyterian 

Church, 8301 James A Reed Rd, Kansas City, MO at 7:00pm.  

The Club will supply drinks plates and utensils.  Members 

bring all the food.  Bring what you like.  Enjoy food and talk 

about Model A Fords, and simply have a good time. 

June 7-11 2010 Meadowlark Aõs Regional 

Meet, Omaha, NE   
Enjoy everything from a smorgasbord tour, to a Fifties 

Night, to Hubley races, to a license plate attachment 

contest. Just an easy trip up I-29, for more details, see 

http://meadowlarks.omahaneb.org or call Don & Janet 

Graves 402-453-7166 

June 19-27 2010 15th Anniversary Pony Ex-

press Model A Tour, St Joseph, MO to Sac-

ramento, CA   
This will be a national MAFCA-sponsored event, and weõll 

have more details future newsletters.  To subscribe to a free 

newsletter about the tour, send an email to ponyex-

press150@mafca.com and put òSubscribeó in the subject 

line.   Model Aõs will actually be carrying mail during the 

event!  See page 7 for more details. Both Lance 816-809-8648 

and Harvey Roseberry 816-279-0489 are leading groups on 

this tour. 

SWAP MEETS 

May 1-2  41st Annual Lawrence Antique 

Auto Swap Meet at the Douglas County 4-H 

grounds off  K-10.  For more details call 785-843-2222 

or email lawrenceaaca@aol.com 

Saturday July 17th Our annual HOA club picnic will 

be at Cave Springs Park, Raytown. 11:30ñ3:30, lunch at 

Noon 

August 20-22  Ozark Empire Swap Meet at 

the Ozark Fairgrounds, Springfield, MO.  
For more details see www.ozarksantiqueautoclub.com 

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL MEETS 

June 13-18 MARC National Meet, French 

Lick, IN For more details see www.2010marcmeet.com 

August 1-6 MAFCA National Meet, Vancou-

ver, British Columbia For more details see 

www.lionsgatemodelaclub.com 

Saturday July 10th Nelson Art Museum 

Tour.  Date Change!!  òThe Nelsonó will have a spe-
cial exhibit of photos from the 1920õs and 1930õs era on dis-

play, and weõre going to check them out! 10am-5pm. Weõre 

still working out the details. Jenny 816-220-2972 

June 26-27 25th Annual òSwap Fremontó, 
Nebraskaõs largest swap meet, held at Christiansen Field.  See 

www.swapfremont.com for more details 

Saturday May 29th Atchison Fly-In  Weõll meet 
at McDonalds in Platte City (I-29 and M92) around 8am and 

then depart at 8:30am. Weõll rendezvous with the NW MO 

club at 9:45 at the Atchison RR Museum and head to the 

airport.  Please call Jenny 816-220-2972 for more details. 

Tuesday July 13th òMusic from the Model A 

Eraó Shawnee, KS  This will be in Old Shawnee 

Town, weõll have more details in the June newsletter. 

Bring your òAó Bucks to the May 17th 

meeting!!!  Weõll bring all the club shirts, 

hats, plaques, knick knacks, (see previous 

page) available for purchase with your 

Bucks! 

July 14 thru 16th  National Cadillac and LaSalle 

Convention here in KC,  DoubleTree Hotel in Over-

land Park..  Many of you saw HOA members Lou and 

Marylin Bossoõs beautifully restored  1939 Cadillac Fleet-

woood at our last membership meeting.  They are also mem-

bers of the KC Cadillac Club and are working on this con-

vention.  They can be reached at 816-554-0702 for more de-

tails, or go to www.kcgn2010.com. 

Saturday June 12th Car Show at Gomerõs 

99th & Holmes, 4-8pm This will be just like last 

year-a lot of fun! Fried chicken buffet and old cars, what 

more can you  ask for? Contact Lance at 816-809-8648 for 

more details. 
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TECHNICAL TIP for MAY 2010  

If you havenôt had a Bendix bolt break off yet, you most likely will, eventually.  It will end up in the flywheel 
housing, and if not removed it can wind up jamming the flywheel or ring gear, thus locking up the engine.  
One method to remove the broken bolt is to attach a small magnet to a piece of flexible wire or tubing.  Re-
move the starter and fish the magnet and wire into the flywheel housing and try to pull the bolt out.  This 

usually works. If not, then remove the flywheel inspection plate located between the flywheel housing and oil 
pan.  Remove the three bolts holding the inspection plate to the flywheel housing and slide the plate off.  Itôs 
a tight fit.  Fish around with your magnet and see if you can pull the bolt out that way.  
Once you retrieve the bolt you will next have to repair the Bendix.  These are special bolts and tabbed wash-
ers.  They can be ordered from your favorite Model A supply house.  I also have them in my inventory.  
There are two sizes.  A smaller 5/16-24 bolt and a larger 3/8 -24 bolt.  The smaller ones are usually the ones 
that break.  You will have to have the correct size to make the repair.  There are two difference styles of 
bolts in the set.  Replace both while you are at it.  Bend the tab on the washers up against the head of the 
bolts to keep them from turning.  
If you are on 12 volts using a 6 -volt starter, the chances of breaking these bolts is much higher.  It is almost 
certain if your Bendix uses the smaller bolts.  A little preventative action here is a good idea.  Inspect your 
Bendix.  If you have the small bolts consider replacing the Bendix with the type with the larger bolts or bet-
ter , yet install one of the newer barrel style type starter drives.  Both are also available from your favorite 
Model A parts house. 
 
Happy motoring! 
Bob Hess 
 
Got a good tech tip to share?  Let Bob know! 

No, this is not a òBillie 

Beesonó project, itõs the Rus-

sell Stover Corp. official 

Model A.  How many of you 

knew this car existed?  
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MAFCA's exciting National Tour in honor of the 150th Anniversary 
of the famed Pony Express is well underway. 

To subscribe to our free 150th Anniversary Pony Express Tour E-
newsletter, The Pony Express Post, send an email to ponyex-
press150@mafca.com 

Write "Subscribe" in the subject line and include your name and 
address and youôll receive:  
* Early information and details about the tour 
* Historical tidbits about things to see and do along the way 

Be among the first to receive the registration packet. 

The 150th Anniversary Pony Express Tour is a MAFCA-sponsored 
event. 

Teams will leave St. Joseph, Missouri and Sacramento, California 
and will meet in Casper, Wyoming for a special celebration there. 
The Tour will be structured so you can go all the way, part of the 
way, or just for the day! Yes, we'll actually be carrying very special 
mail during the event. 

Lead cars from both ends will be equipped with live GPS sending 
units and the teams will be able to be tracked via a unique Web 
site. Visitors will know where the lead cars are within five minutes. 

Subscribe to PONY EXPRESS POST for the earliest and latest 
information. 

Letôs start thinking about ways our club can join in this fun and very 
special event! 

Needs a ride...Noah Blackmann is looking for a ride on the Pony 

Express Tour.  Living in North Carolina, Noah will travel to Kansas 

City and would like a ride and share expenses on the tour.  Noah is 

no stranger to the Model A hobby, as he traveled to the Artic Circle 

with the Kansas group in 1988. Although in good health, his family 

requested that he not take his Model A on this long tour.  If anyone 

can accommodate  Noah on his endeavor, please call him at 1-

919-965-5061. 

During April, Russell Stover had this Model A parked in front of 

their new store across from the Oak Park Mall.  It was custom -

restored for display, advertising and PR opportunities .  We 

think this car would look great in next yearõs Brookside St Patõs 

Day parade with us!!  Thank you Rick Speck for the photos!  

mailto:ponyexpress150@mafca.com?subject=subscribe
mailto:ponyexpress150@mafca.com?subject=subscribe
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SPEEDSTERS  

 

ã National - winning restorations, since 

1974  

ã Fabrication & re -construction of 

impossible to -find parts: from patch panels 

to complete bodies.  

ã Touring & racing modifications.  

ã Professional welding: gas, m.i.g., t.i.g., spot 

ã Cast iron repair.  

ã Metal finishing.  

ã Stainless welding, repair & polishing.  

ã Louvering: any size or shape.  

ã Design & custom work: minor mods to  

    complete cars.  

 

Speedsters, Inc  

38405 E. Truman Rd.  

Oak Grove, MO 64075  

816 -690 -8464  

speedstersfab@earthlink.net  
 

Hubley Racing!!  If you are unfamiliar with Hubley cars, hereõs 

your chance to enjoy another aspect of the Model A hobby.  

We owe Alvin Gwinn, Ivan Manning and their team of carpen-

ters many thanks for an incredibly nice track.  

Hubley Racing is for guys, girls, grandparents, 

grandkidsñeveryone can enjoy it!  Judging from 

recent results, it seems like the ladies of our club 

are dominating the races nowadays!  

See you at the 

next Hubley 

seminar/race!  


