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NEWS  óAô LETTER  

Heart of America Model A Ford Club  

 All Motherõs deserve a Model A ride on Motherõs Day, May 8th  

Meet Your Fellow Members!                                                                                                                                       

Dave and Sue Ryan  

Both Dave and Sue were born and raised in Leavenworth, and met while they were in a high school study 

hall.  After 44 years of marriage, they have 2 kids and lots of cars, ranging from the pickup and slant 

window shown below to two 1936 Fords, a 1949, 1951, and 1955 Ford Woodies to a 1965 Mustang, and 

more.  Itõs not unusual to see Dave cruising around Leavenworth on his 1958 Cushman Eagle motorcycle 

during the summer.   Dave is retired from Ft Leavenworth while Sue continues to work at Citizenõs Sav-

ings & Loan.  Dave and Sue have been HOA members since 1976 and in 1988 participated in the Arctic 

Circle Tour (8,200 miles)!  

Something you DIDNõT know about Dave and Sue!   Their first Model A, the 1929 pickup shown below, 

was owned by Sueõs older brother, and she swears the only reason Dave dated her was so that he could 

buy that pickup from her brother.  Both their daughter and son were brought home from the hospital in 

that pickup after being born. Their daughter rode to her wedding in the same pickup. Dave is also a cer-

tified Model A judge, having passed the MARC/MAFCA judging course.  



President:  Lance Burton 816-322-0615 grandpaburton@aol.com 

Vice President: Mike Clayton 816-785-7527 taxracer@earthlink.net 

Secretary: Edward Muntz 913-764-6457 n2oldcars@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Chuck Haber 816-741-9518 chuck@kchaber.com 

Publications Manager: Chuck Lewis 913-438-8686 kamahowa@yahoo.com 

Membership Manager: Jim Shaw 816-436-5538 sandi.shaw@haldex.com 

Activities Manager: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Webmaster Chuck Haber 816-741-9518 chuck@kchaber.com 

Fund Raising Chairman: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Sunshine Committee: Mimi Deel 816-229-7223 2deels@sbcglobal.net 

Property Custodian: Milton Hessefort 816-229-1949 hesfrt@sbcglobal.net 

Food Coordinator: Nancy Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spiel@sunflower.org 

Historian: Chris Launer 816-524-1065 pastorchrisl@sbcglobal.net 

Tech. Info. Coordinator: Bob Hess 816-941-4101 rhess@kc.rr.com 

Heart of America Model A Ford Club Web-Site 

http://www.kcmodela.com   

This is our web site. It was designed and is maintained by 

Webmaster Melinda Walters 

Check it out. 

View the News ôAõ Letter on the web! 

Heart of America Model A Ford Club 
Club meetings for our chapter are held the 3rd Monday of each month (except July & December) at the Faith 
Presbyterian Church, 8301 James A Reed Road, Kansas City, MO, at 7:00 PM. Anyone with a sincere interest in 
the Model A Ford is most welcome. The yearly dues are $25.00.  
  

Board of Directors meets the first Tuesday of each month (except December) at 5:00 p.m. at a restaurant chosen 
by Lance Burton. Afterward we go to the Belger Co. Board Room, 2100 Walnut St., Kansas City, MO. All mem-
bers are welcome at the  dinner and the meeting. Contact Lance Burton for restaurant location. 
 

The Board minutes are posted on our web site, kcmodela.com, or ask the Club Secretary for a copy. 
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Club Officers & Chair - People for 2011  

Our Club encourages membership in both of  these national Model A Ford organizations 

$38  

President:  Lance Burton 816-809-8648 grandpaburton@aol.com 

Vice President: Jodie McEntee 816-737-3903 jomcentee@kc.rr.com 

Secretary: Edward Muntz 913-764-6457 n2oldcars@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer: Judy Gudenkauf 816-331-3657 judy@uniquelabel.com 

Publications Manager: Chuck Lewis 913-205-9884 kamahowa@yahoo.com 

Membership Manager: Carletta Beeson 816-358-4967 ckbeeson55@yahoo.com 

Activities Managers: Jenny Franke and Neil Isaacs 816-220-2972 jenneil2@sbcglobal.net 

Webmaster: Justin Read 816-547-8608 rughdyrngr@mac.com 

Fund Raising Chairman: Glen Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spielbusch@att.net 

Sunshine Committee: Mimi Deel 816-229-7223 2deels@sbcglobal.net 

Property Custodian: Milton Hessefort 816-229-1949 hesfrt@sbcglobal.net 

Food Coordinator: Nancy Spielbusch 816-228-4721 spielbusch@att.net 

Historian: open   

Tech. Info. Coordinator: Bob Hess 816-941-4101 rhess@kc.rr.com 

Mileage Prgm Coordinator: Neil Isaacs & Jenny Franke 816-220-2972 jenneil2@sbcglobal.net 

Era Fashion Coordinator: George Deel 816-229-7223 2deels@sbcglobal.net 

For the latest MAFCA Board Meeting or Chapter Coor-

dinator news and updates, go to:  

http://www.mafca.com/communications.html  

For the latest MARC Board or Chapter news, go to: 

http://www.modelarestorers.org/main/index.php ?o

Restorer Articles Dorothy Haggard 816-525-0604  
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May Birthdays  
 Karen Manning 05/01 

 Harold Barnett 05/03 

 Teri Steinhaeufel 05/04 

 Mildred Shelton 05/08 

 Philip Tyler Theisen 05/10 

 George Hickman  05/14 

 Charlotte Dent 05/16 

 Harvey Roseberry 05/16 

 Alyce DuCoing 05/17 

 Milton Hessefort 05/19 

 Peggy Richardson 05/21 

 Irene Robinson 05/23 

 Billie Beeson 05/23 

 Michael McPeek 05/29 

 Nancy Hutchison 05/31 

     May Anniversaries  

 George and Alyce DuCoing 05/01 

 Jim and Sandi Shaw 05/01 

 Glen and Nancy Spielbusch 05/06 

 Tom and Judy Gudenkauf 05/08 

 Larry and Karen Sparks 05/09 

 Frank and Irene Robinson 05/10 

 Harold and Virginia Barnett 05/10 

 Bob and Jodie McEntee 05/15 

 Bob and Nancy Hess 05/17 

 John and Nancy Hutchison 05/22 

 Terry and Donna Imlay 05/24 

 Leroy and Shirley Rohs 05/26 

 Ed and Phyllis Prusia 05/29 

From the President 

Tell me again how you broke your collarbone?ó 

You couldnõt make this up even if you tried, this is from the 

Brush Colorado News Tribune. 

Off the clock    

by Rebecca Dudley, News-Tribune Editor 

òMy ex-husband had this annoying habit of bringing greasy 

carburetors and things into the house to work on.  So last 

week when my friend called to tell me this story, my first re-

sponse was òWhere did this guy live?ó 

Now reassured I was never related to him by marriage, this 

really  is too hilarious not to share. 

The way my friend told it, this guy pushed his motorcycle 

from the patio to the living room, where he began to clean 

the engine with some rags and a bowl of gasoline.  When he 

finished, he sat on the motorcycle and decided to start it to 

make sure everything was still OK.  Unfortunately, the bike 

started in gear, and crashed through the glass patio door with 

him still clinging to the handlebars. 

His wife had been working in the kitchen.  She came running 

at the noise, and found him crumpled on the patio, badly cut 

from the shards of broken glass.  She called 911, and the 

paramedics transported the guy to the emergency room. 

So far , the story is humorous-in a óthat is what you get for 

being a big enough lout to bring your motorcycle into the 

houseó kind of way.   

But here is where I really split a gut. 

Later that afternoon, after many stitches put her husband 

back together, the wife brought him home and put him to 

bed.  She cleaned up the mess in the living room, and 

dumped the gasoline in the toilet. 

Shortly thereafter, her husband woke up, lit a cigarette and 

went into the bathroom.  He sat down and tossed the ciga-

rette into the toilet., which promptly exploded because the 

wife had not flushed the gasoline away.  The explosion blew 

the man through the bathroom door. 

The wife heard the explosion and her husbandõs screams. She 

ran into the hall and found him lying on the floor with his 

trousers blown away and burns on his buttocks.  The wife 

again ran to the phone and called for an ambulance. 

The same two paramedics were dispatched to the scene.  

They loaded the husband onto the stretcher and began carry-

ing him to the street.  One of them asked the wife how the 

injury had occurred.  When she told them, they began laugh-

ing so hard that they dropped stretcher and broke the guyõs 

collarbone. 

Talk about instant karma!ó 

None of us will clean Model A parts in our living room now, 

right?   Weõll see you on the road!                   -Lance  

Club Hostesses for May 

Alyce DuCoing (and her birthday is the next day!), Vicki 

Roseberry and Cheryl Speck 

Guys can be hostesses too! 

New volunteer hostesses are always invited to help at the 

meetings, and everything they do is very much  

appreciated by all of us!   

To get on the schedule,  contact 

  Nancy Spielbusch, Food Coordinator 
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Club Items For Sale ñUse your Model A Bucks!!  

1. Dungaree Vest with Club logo on the back (one size fits all) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$15.00 

2. Club Caps, white top and blue bill, with embroidered logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$12.00 

3. Club Caps, blue top and blue bill, with embroidered logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$12.00 

4. Club Caps, all black, with embroidered logo and scrambled eggs on the bill - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $15.00 

5. Club Caps, white and blue, with printed Club logo - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - -$5.00 

6.   Club Tee Shirts, dark blue with white logo, S,M,L,XL,XXL (medium out of stock) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -$8.00 
       

Above items can be purchased by calling Lance Burton, 816-322-0615, or e-mail grandpaburton@aol.com prior to monthly 

meeting night and he will deliver your order to the meeting. 
 

7.    Oval Club decals (4-1/2ó long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $1.00 

8.    Oval Club Brass Radiator Plaques (4-3/8ó long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - $5.00 

9.    Club License Plates - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - -  - - - -- - - - - - - -$6.00 

10.  Heart of America Brass Castings (13ó long) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - ñ - - -$10.00 

11. Oval Club Magnetic Signs (8ó x 13ó) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - ñ - - - - $8.00 

                                                                                                                                                                        or 2 for $15.00 

Above items can be purchased by calling Milton Hessefort, 816-229-1949, or e-mail hesfrt@sbcglobal.net prior to monthly 

meeting night and he will deliver your order to the meeting. 

April 18th Monthly Meeting Notes  

Our membership meeting started a little early due to a large program.  Lance gave a recap of the Natchez Trace  that he and Terri 
attended. As with many Model A tours, there were mechanical issues, but the tour was well worth it and he recommended it highly. 
The evening then began with a prayer by George Deel.  Those that participated in the tour and any guests went first in the serving 
line. Judy gave a report on the financial status of the club, and Nancy filled in for Carletta, announcing that we had 58 members in 
attendance.  Almost everyone in attendance went home with a door prize!  Jenny gave an update on activities, with the Plain Ol Aõs 
regional and HOA club picnic coming up quickly.  Then we enjoyed a wonderful DVD on HOA member Dean Weller, and Dean 
added his own commentary to the film.  That DVD is a must-see for anyone with a Model A.  Then the races began with our new 
Hubley track and video race software in operation.  Everyone was very impressed with the track and video application, so weõre 
ready for òprime timeó at the upcoming regional meet.  Get your Hubleyõs ready!    Then after no other discussion Lance closed the 
meeting.  

ðsubmitted by Secretary Ed Muntz. 

Treasurerõs ReportñJudy Gudenkauf 

As of March 31, 2011 

Bank Reconciliation 

Total Revenue  $     152.50 

Total  Disbursements $     128.97 

Funds Reconciliation 

Total Funds  $34,304.01 

Billie Beeson is out of the hospital and in a rehab cen-
ter.    Otherwise, it sounds like weõre in pretty good 
shape for now.  

Mimi Deel  - Sunshine Person 

SUNSHINE REPORT 

Yes, those are Model Aôs down there!  This is a view from the 

host hotel in Nashville at the start of the Natchez Trace Tour.  

Thank you Leroy Rohs for sharing your photos with us. 

òHappiness is wanting what you have, not getting 

what you wantó. 

                                      -Garth Brooks  
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Every Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00 a.m. Meet 

at Price Chopper south of 40 Highway on Highway 7 in Blue 

Springs. Have coffee, discuss problems and visit with other 

Model Aõers. Contact: George Deel 816-229-7223. 

CLUB ACTIVITIES  

SWAP MEETS 

UPCOMING NATIONAL MEETS 

If youõre ready to read your HOA newsletter on your PC in-

stead of on paper, let me know!  Weõll email it to you!        

The Editor 

Monday May 16th Heart of America Model A Ford 

Club regular monthly meeting at the Faith Presbyterian 

Church, 8301 James A Reed Rd, Kansas City, MO at 7:00pm.  

The Club will supply drinks plates and utensils.  Members 

bring all the food.  Bring what you like.  Enjoy food and talk 

about Model A Fords, and simply have a good time. 

June 5-11 2011 Plain Ol Aõs Regional Meet, 

Overland Park, KS  Get your registration in, as the 

deadline is quickly approaching. Have your Model Aõs and 

Hubleyõs ready to go, because you will have many opportuni-

ties to enjoy both during this event. See www.plainolas.com 

or call Bob Hess 816-941-4101 for all the details 

May 6-8 Lawrence Swap Meet, Douglas 

County 4-H Fairgrounds Located just off Highway 

10, see www.lawrenceregionaaca.com for more details. Ad-

mission is free, but $5.00 per car for parking. 

Saturday June 25th 1st Annual òShow and 

Shineó Car Show at the Fahrmeier Family 

Vineyards 9364 Mitchell Trail, Lexington, 

MO  The KC Chuggers and our HOA Model A Club will 

co-sponsor this òfirst of itõs kindó car show and fund raiser 

for Hope House in KC.  Contact Jenny Franke at 816-220-

2972 or go to www.ffvineyards.com for more details. 

Saturday May 28th Antique Airplane Fly In, 

Atchison, KS This event seems to grow every year.  See 

www.atchisonkansas.net for more details or call Jenny 816-

220-2972 

Aug 19-21 Ozark Empire Swap Meet, 

Springfield, MO  See www.ozarksantiqueautoclub.com 

for more details. 

June 25-26 Swap Fremont The largest swap meet in 

Nebraska,  see www.swapfremonth.com for more details 

Tuesday July 19th Red Crown Historical 

Marker Dedication See page 7 of this newsletter for 

details. 

Saturday  July 9th Annual Picnic 11am to 

3pm at Faulknerõs Ranch 10600 Raytown 

Rd, KC This is the same place we had our last Christmas 

celebration (only outdoors in the shelter, at  $10/person, with 

kids age 5 and under free. Reservations and payment due at 

the June club meeting. See www.faulknersranch.com for di-

rections or contact Lance at 816-809-8648 for more details. 

Saturday May 14th Model A Garage Sale 
HOA member Warren McWilliams is selling all his Model A 

òstuffó, including a ô31 Coupe.  Doors open at 8am.  The 

address is 603 Pheasant Rd, Harrisonville, MO.  Call Ed 

McWilliams at 737-389-9383 for details. 

June 27-July 1 Model A Restorerõs Club 

(MARC) National Meet in San Diego See 

www.modelarestorers.org for details. 

June 3-4 Joplin Route 66 Swap Meet Several of 

our members went to this last year and found some great 

Model A parts.  See www.66swapmeet.com for more details 

òIõve been rich, and Iõve been poor.  Rich is betteró.                                                              

-Will Rogers  
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TECH TIP for MAY 2010  

Tech Tip for May 

 

It is important that your generator charging rate be 

set correctly for your type of driving.  Short trips, 

frequent engine starting and night driving with 

headlights requires a higher charging rate than 

long and extended driving trips.  Over-charging 

can damage the generator and battery while un-

der-charging can result in a battery too weak to 

start the car5.  An average setting of about 3 to 5 

amps will be OK for the type of driving we gener-

ally do.  All day driving with stops can be set at 

about 5 to 7 amps.  For night driving, turn on your 

lights and set the generator to charge about 3 

amps with the engine revved up.  Be sure to return 

the charge rate to a lower setting when you are 

done with any night driving. Unfortunately there is 

no voltage regulator on a Model Aõs and you must 

adjust the charging rate manually.  To increase or 

decrease the charging rate, remove the brush 

cover band or just slide it away to uncover the field 

brush access holes.  Loosen the field brush lock 

screw, there is only one.  The other brushes are 

riveted and not moveable.  To increase the charge 

rate, slide the brush in the direction of the rotation.  

To decrease, slide the brush away from the direc-

tion of rotation.  Donõt forget to tighten the brush 

lock screw and replace the brush cover band to 

keep dirt and grease out of the generator. 

 

Happy motoring! Bob Hess 

Got a good tech tip?  Let me know! 

More photos from the Natchez Trace Touré. 

Harvey and Vicki Roseberry enjoying a 

break before hitting the road.  

Cowboys Jenny Franke 

and Neil Isaacs 

checking in.  
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Hello all!  After a long wait and some nudging, we have enough money to erect an historical marker in dedication to the 

lawmen who fought with Bonnie and Clyde at the Red Crown Tavern and Tourist Camp in July, 1933.   The dedication 

will include a short program and you can see the location below in the parking lot of the Ambassador Building .  We hope 

that you will come out and bring your Model A! There will be tire kicking, photos and visiting for all. Additionally, we hope 

to have a few speakers that you'll enjoy.  Please come!  The photo below is from the Barrow family. It shows Clyde Bar-

row with a Model A (most likely stolen!).   

 

Red Crown Historical Marker Dedication  

Ambassador  Building  

July 19, 2011  

Program starts at 11 a.m.  

Get there early for good parking.  

James A. Spawn 

Attache' International, Inc. 

Tel 816-421 -1991  

Cell 816 -916 -4100  

Email jspawn321@aol.com 

At the last monthly meeting, Lance Burton 

talked about the Trace being òModel A 

roadsóé.Heõs right!! 

Even Model A mail trucks 

joined the tour.  

mailto:jspawn321@aol.com


8 

Era Fashions  

Jewelry ads were a staple in all the major and local newspapers 

and magazines during the beginning of the Model A era, but as 

you can imagine, they dropped off considerably in late 1929.  As 

these ads show, a surprising number of jewelry ads targeted 

men.  This is called òvintage jewelryó now, and if you have some 

in a box somewhere, you may have something valuable!  


